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chest heaved, hi^ hair was wet, hi*, dun. glistened w ith
pei&piiation I reached over him and opened the pun
" I must show mj ^eSf on der*k," I itfleeted.
Oi8 course, theoretically I t*nikl do what 1 liked, \nth
no one to say nay to me within the \\hole cm*l<* of I he
horizon, but to lock niy cabin door and take 1he key
away I did not dare Direeth 1 put my head out of
the companion I saw the group ot n.y two officers, the
second mate baiefooted, the chief incite in long india-
rubber boois, near the break of the poop, and the
steward half-way down the poop-ladder talking to
them eageily He happened to catch bight of me arid
dived, the second ran down on the main-deck {shouting
some order or other, and the chief mate came to meet
me, touching his cap
There was a sort of curiosity in hib eye that I did not
like. 1 don't know whether the steward hud told them
that I was fcfcqueer" only, or downright drunk, but I
know the man meant to have a good look at me. 1
wTatthed him coining with a smile which, as he got into
point-blank range, took effect and fioze his very whisk-
ers. I did not give him time to open his lips.
u Square the yards by lifts and braces before the
hands go to breakfast* *
It was the first particular order I had given on board
that ship; and I stayed on deck to see it executed, too.
I had felt the need of asserting myself without loss of
time. That sneering young cub got taken down a peg
or two on that occasion, and I also seized the op-
portunity of having a good look at the face of every
foremast man as they filed past me to go to the after
braces. At breakfast time, eating nothing myself,
I presided with such frigid dignity that the two mates
were only too glad to escape from the cabin as soon as
decency permitted; and all the time the dual working